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Links to Other Political Ad/Media Lesson Plans 
URL for this page:
https://www.frankwbaker.com/mlc/media-politics-lesson-plans/

Lesson plan title Grade Source

Active Citizenship:
Judging Propaganda

3-8 KidsVoting.org

Ad Nauseam: Exploring
the Role of Special-
Interest Groups in

Campaign Advertisements

6-12 New York Times

Analysis of Campaign
Advertising  (page 7)

MS-HS Washington Post NIE

Analyzing & Creating
Political

Advertisements
Upper EL Ronald Reagan Foundation

Analyzing Campaign
Ads(worksheet)

MS-HS Nebraska Unicameral

Analyzing Media-
Political Ads

10 ClassZone  McDougal Littell

Analyzing Political
Advertising

12 UTOPIA, UT-Austin

Analyzing Political
Campaign Commercials

MS Loudoun Co (VA) Schools

https://www.frankwbaker.com/mlc/media-politics-lesson-plans/
https://www.frankwbaker.com/mlc/media-politics-lesson-plans/
http://www.frankwbaker.com/workshops.htm
https://www.frankwbaker.com/mlc/media-politics-lesson-plans/
http://www.kidsvoting.org/classroom/judgingpropaganda.pdf
http://www.kidsvoting.org/classroom/judgingpropaganda.pdf
http://learning.blogs.nytimes.com/2000/05/15/ad-nauseam/
http://learning.blogs.nytimes.com/2000/05/15/ad-nauseam/
http://learning.blogs.nytimes.com/2000/05/15/ad-nauseam/
http://learning.blogs.nytimes.com/2000/05/15/ad-nauseam/
https://nie.washpost.com/nielessonplans.nsf/0/7B62C208E9BCC68185256F34006FAE6E/$File/ElectionOutcome.pdf
https://nie.washpost.com/nielessonplans.nsf/0/7B62C208E9BCC68185256F34006FAE6E/$File/ElectionOutcome.pdf
https://www.reaganfoundation.org/pdf/RonaldReaganDayUpperElementarySchoolLesson.pdf
https://www.reaganfoundation.org/pdf/RonaldReaganDayUpperElementarySchoolLesson.pdf
https://www.reaganfoundation.org/pdf/RonaldReaganDayUpperElementarySchoolLesson.pdf
http://web.archive.org/web/20060928021159/http:/www.unicam.state.ne.us/focus/activities/commercials.pdf
http://web.archive.org/web/20060928021159/http:/www.unicam.state.ne.us/focus/activities/commercials.pdf
http://www.classzone.com/books/lnetwork_gr10/page_build.cfm?content=analyz_media&ch=29
http://www.classzone.com/books/lnetwork_gr10/page_build.cfm?content=analyz_media&ch=29
http://web.archive.org/web/20051113064248/http:/utopia.utexas.edu/explore/team/Lesson_3.html#Analyzing
http://web.archive.org/web/20051113064248/http:/utopia.utexas.edu/explore/team/Lesson_3.html#Analyzing
http://chnm.gmu.edu/tah-loudoun/blog/lessons/analyzing-political-campaign-commercials/
http://chnm.gmu.edu/tah-loudoun/blog/lessons/analyzing-political-campaign-commercials/


Analyzing Political
Campaign Commercials

MS
Everyday Americans,

Exceptional Americans
curriculum

Analyzing Political TV
Advertising

HS
Organization of American

Historians

Anatomy of a Politcal
Ad

HS KQED

A Race To Watch:
Campaign 2008, The Role
Of Technology and the

Internet

9-12 PBS Newshour

Art, Advertising &
Propaganda

9-12
PBS

(How Art Made the World,
2006)

Be Ad Smart:
Understanding Political

Advertising
3-6, 6-8 Scholastic

By the People:
Analyzing Political Ads

HS
PBS (By The People, Election

2004)

Campaign Ad Critique 6-12 Education World

Campaign Ads 2008:
Storyboarding Ads

Types of Ads
Strategies for Ads

Historic Ads

6-12 C-SPAN Classroom (archived)

Campaign Advertising MS-HS
Youth Leadership Initiative,

UVA Center for Politics

Campaign Advertising:
Selling the Candidate

(page 7)
MS-HS Student Voices

Campaign Finance Reform HS PBS (NOW)

Creating Campaign
Commercials

Houghton Mifflin

http://chnm.gmu.edu/tah-loudoun/blog/lessons/analyzing-political-campaign-commercials/
http://chnm.gmu.edu/tah-loudoun/blog/lessons/analyzing-political-campaign-commercials/
http://web.archive.org/web/20070212221218/http:/www.oah.org/pubs/magazine/communication/burson.html
http://web.archive.org/web/20070212221218/http:/www.oah.org/pubs/magazine/communication/burson.html
https://cdn.kqed.org/wp-content/uploads/sites/26/2016/08/The-Anatomy-of-a-Political-Ad-lesson-plan-2.pdf
https://cdn.kqed.org/wp-content/uploads/sites/26/2016/08/The-Anatomy-of-a-Political-Ad-lesson-plan-2.pdf
http://www.pbs.org/newshour/extra/teachers/lessonplans/politics/vote2008_internet.html
http://www.pbs.org/newshour/extra/teachers/lessonplans/politics/vote2008_internet.html
http://www.pbs.org/newshour/extra/teachers/lessonplans/politics/vote2008_internet.html
http://www.pbs.org/newshour/extra/teachers/lessonplans/politics/vote2008_internet.html
http://www.pbs.org/howartmadetheworld/resources/lesson3/
http://www.pbs.org/howartmadetheworld/resources/lesson3/
http://printables.scholastic.com/printables/detail/?id=31812
http://printables.scholastic.com/printables/detail/?id=31812
http://printables.scholastic.com/printables/detail/?id=31812
http://www.pbs.org/elections/kids/lessons/lesson_plan12.html
http://www.pbs.org/elections/kids/lessons/lesson_plan12.html
http://www.educationworld.com/a_lesson/00-2/lp2091.shtml
http://web.archive.org/web/20080629011447/http:/www.c-spanclassroom.org/campaign_ads.aspx
http://www2.youthleadership.net/resources/docs/whysignup/advertisinglessonhs_eng_ver2.doc.
http://web.archive.org/web/20070630214654/http:/student-voices.org/teachers/curriculum/campaign/Unit3Handouts.pdf
http://web.archive.org/web/20070630214654/http:/student-voices.org/teachers/curriculum/campaign/Unit3Handouts.pdf
http://www.pbs.org/now/classroom/campaignfinance.html
http://hmcurrentevents.com/wp-content/uploads/2015/10/Creating-Campaign-Commercials-CIP.pdf
http://hmcurrentevents.com/wp-content/uploads/2015/10/Creating-Campaign-Commercials-CIP.pdf


Critical Voter
Curriculum

 MS-HS CriticalVoter.com (2012)

Decoding Elections  MS-HS Newseum (2018)

Deconstructing campaign
messages & perceptions

 MS-HS
Center for Action

Civics/Mikva Challenge

Developing Critical
Analysis

MS-HS The Living Room Candidate

Diagnosing Propaganda
Techniques in Campaign

Ads

Secondar
y

SchoolJournalism.org

Dissect An Ad MS-HS PBS

Election 2008
Campaign Advertising

MS-HS Cyberbee.com

Election 2012 Campaign
Ads

MS-HS CSpan

Evaluating Election Ads MS-HS
Newseum (registration

required)

Evaluating Historial
Presidential Ads

MS-HS
CSPAN (registration

required)

Explore Political
Advertising

6-12 Classroom Law Project 2004

Eye of the Beholder: A
Media Literacy Activity

9-12 Education World

Is That A Fact? 
Understanding

Persuasive Strategies
in Election Campaigns

9-12 Scholastic

Fighting The Horse
Race: Creating Ads

Which
Explore 2008

Presidential Candidates
& Issues

MS-HS
Media Literacy Clearinghouse

Inc.

http://criticalvoter.com/critical-thinking-curriculum/
https://newseumed.org/collection/decoding-elections/
http://www.mikvachallenge.org/wp-content/uploads/2014/09/Deconstructing_Campaign_Messages_and_Perceptions.pdf
http://www.mikvachallenge.org/wp-content/uploads/2014/09/Deconstructing_Campaign_Messages_and_Perceptions.pdf
http://www.livingroomcandidate.org/lessons/14
http://www.livingroomcandidate.org/lessons/14
https://www.schooljournalism.org/diagnosing-propaganda-techniques-in-campaign-ads-civic-discourse-and-media-literacy/
https://www.schooljournalism.org/diagnosing-propaganda-techniques-in-campaign-ads-civic-discourse-and-media-literacy/
https://www.schooljournalism.org/diagnosing-propaganda-techniques-in-campaign-ads-civic-discourse-and-media-literacy/
http://web.archive.org/web/20040224012057/http:/www.pbs.org/pov/pov1996/takingonthekennedys/dissect.html
http://www.cyberbee.com/election/campgn.html
http://www.cyberbee.com/election/campgn.html
http://www.c-spanclassroom.org/Lesson/851/Lesson+Idea+2012+Election+Campaign+Ads.aspx
http://www.c-spanclassroom.org/Lesson/851/Lesson+Idea+2012+Election+Campaign+Ads.aspx
https://newseumed.org/tools/lesson-plan/evaluating-election-ads
https://www.c-span.org/classroom/document/?7288
https://www.c-span.org/classroom/document/?7288
http://web.archive.org/web/20041224190026/http:/www.classroomlaw.org/documents/youth_summit/handout15.pdf
http://web.archive.org/web/20041224190026/http:/www.classroomlaw.org/documents/youth_summit/handout15.pdf
http://www.educationworld.com/a_lesson/00-2/lp2106.shtml
http://www.educationworld.com/a_lesson/00-2/lp2106.shtml
https://www.scholastic.com/teachers/lesson-plans/teaching-content/fact/
https://www.scholastic.com/teachers/lesson-plans/teaching-content/fact/
https://www.scholastic.com/teachers/lesson-plans/teaching-content/fact/
https://www.scholastic.com/teachers/lesson-plans/teaching-content/fact/
http://www.frankwbaker.com/horse_race_2008_lesson_plan.htm
http://www.frankwbaker.com/horse_race_2008_lesson_plan.htm
http://www.frankwbaker.com/horse_race_2008_lesson_plan.htm
http://www.frankwbaker.com/horse_race_2008_lesson_plan.htm
http://www.frankwbaker.com/horse_race_2008_lesson_plan.htm
http://www.frankwbaker.com/horse_race_2008_lesson_plan.htm


Getting To Know The
Candidates:

Analyzing Their
Campaign Ads

3-12 Education World

Government Lesson Plan
4

Maryland Dept of Ed

How are Political
Commercials Manipulated

to Influence?
6th The Dog At My Homework/PBS

How Effective Are
Presidential Campaign

Ads?
C-SPAN 2020

Is That A Fact? 3-8 Scholastic (2008)

It’s An Ad Eats Ad
World

6-12 New York Times

The Language of
Politics

9-12 Assignment Media Literacy

Lights, Camera,
Politics: Create Your

Own Presidential
Campaign Ad

7-12 PBS Newshour 2012

Media And Elections 12 University of Texas

Media Construction of
Presidential Campaigns

MS-HS Project LookSharp

Media Images of the
President: Web Quest

Secondar
y;

College
Appalachian State University

MEDIASCOPE:
Political TV Ad

MS-HS HRW: Elements of Literature

Playing On Emotions:
Focus on Political Ads
Featuring Children

MS-HS The Living Room Candidate

http://www.educationworld.com/a_lesson/04/lp331-02.shtml
http://www.educationworld.com/a_lesson/04/lp331-02.shtml
http://www.educationworld.com/a_lesson/04/lp331-02.shtml
http://www.educationworld.com/a_lesson/04/lp331-02.shtml
http://mdk12.msde.maryland.gov/instruction/curriculum/hsa/government/lesson_plan/lesson4.html
http://mdk12.msde.maryland.gov/instruction/curriculum/hsa/government/lesson_plan/lesson4.html
http://thedogatemyhomework.pbwiki.com/6th_Grade_Project
http://thedogatemyhomework.pbwiki.com/6th_Grade_Project
http://thedogatemyhomework.pbwiki.com/6th_Grade_Project
https://www.c-span.org/classroom/document/?17271
https://www.c-span.org/classroom/document/?17271
https://www.c-span.org/classroom/document/?17271
http://www2.scholastic.com/browse/article.jsp?id=3748091
http://learning.blogs.nytimes.com/2004/07/02/its-an-ad-eats-ad-world/
http://learning.blogs.nytimes.com/2004/07/02/its-an-ad-eats-ad-world/
http://www.swlauriersb.qc.ca/schools/recit/ml/Assignment/H_5.pdf
http://www.swlauriersb.qc.ca/schools/recit/ml/Assignment/H_5.pdf
https://web.archive.org/web/20121102010131/http://www.pbs.org/newshour/extra/teachers/lessonplans/politics/vote2012/adlibs_10-11.html
https://web.archive.org/web/20121102010131/http://www.pbs.org/newshour/extra/teachers/lessonplans/politics/vote2012/adlibs_10-11.html
https://web.archive.org/web/20121102010131/http://www.pbs.org/newshour/extra/teachers/lessonplans/politics/vote2012/adlibs_10-11.html
https://web.archive.org/web/20121102010131/http://www.pbs.org/newshour/extra/teachers/lessonplans/politics/vote2012/adlibs_10-11.html
http://www.edb.utexas.edu/resources/team/lesson_3.html
http://www.ithaca.edu/looksharp/mcpcweb/
http://www.ithaca.edu/looksharp/mcpcweb/
http://www.ci.appstate.edu/programs/edmedia/medialit/WebQuest%20Pres%20Images.doc
http://eolit.hrw.com/hlla/mediascope/political2.jsp?WebLogicSession=Tcv3crMPuiU71rx52vv2qxGnTHwcLdAB0SRQnZY7TRX1H1hzwfgI|8121286389490268350/-1062731312/6/6001/6001/7002/7002/6001/-1
http://www.livingroomcandidate.org/lessons/17
http://www.livingroomcandidate.org/lessons/17
http://www.livingroomcandidate.org/lessons/17


Political Advertising
  Student Voices:

Candidates In Their Own
Words Unit 3

Option 2  (pages 5-7)

HS
Annenberg Public Policy

Center
(2005)

Political Ads In
Historical Context

MS HS The Living Room Candidate

Political Ads: Leading
or Misleading Voters?

HS PBS

Political Advertising:
Be Prepared

NA Philadelphia Inquirer

Political
Advertisements

3-12 Election Co-nnection

Political Advertising &
Propaganda Techniques

Secondar
y

Common Sense

Political Campaign
Advertisements 2016

Secondar
y

PBS

Political Commercials:
Leading or Misleading

Voters
HS PBS Newshour Extra (2004)

Political TV
Advertisement Project

9th-12th 2011, Curriki

Presidential Ads Lesson
Plan

MS-HS Flocabulary

Presidential
Election: Making TV

news
HS Teachable Moment

Propaganda Techniques
in Literature and

Online Political Ads
9-12 Read, Write, Think

Ready to Vote: Look Out MS-HS Knowitall.org (SC ETV)

Lesson Plan on
Political Ads

5-12 Scholastic Magazine

http://web.archive.org/web/20070630214749/http:/student-voices.org/teachers/curriculum/campaign/Unit3.pdf
http://web.archive.org/web/20070630214749/http:/student-voices.org/teachers/curriculum/campaign/Unit3.pdf
http://www.livingroomcandidate.org/lessons/16
http://www.livingroomcandidate.org/lessons/16
http://www.frankwbaker.com/analyzingpoliticalcommercials.htm
http://www.frankwbaker.com/analyzingpoliticalcommercials.htm
http://inquirer.philly.com/opinion/cv/political.html
http://inquirer.philly.com/opinion/cv/political.html
http://web.archive.org/web/20080704060002/http:/exchange.co-nect.net/legacy/Schools/Election/politicaladvertisements.pdf
http://web.archive.org/web/20080704060002/http:/exchange.co-nect.net/legacy/Schools/Election/politicaladvertisements.pdf
https://www.commonsense.org/education/lesson-plans/political-advertising-and-propaganda-techniques
https://www.commonsense.org/education/lesson-plans/political-advertising-and-propaganda-techniques
https://www.pbs.org/newshour/extra/lessons-plans/presidential-campaign-advertisements-2016-lesson-plan/
https://www.pbs.org/newshour/extra/lessons-plans/presidential-campaign-advertisements-2016-lesson-plan/
http://www.pbs.org/newshour/extra/teachers/lessonplans/socialstudies/Vote2004/political_commercials.html
http://www.pbs.org/newshour/extra/teachers/lessonplans/socialstudies/Vote2004/political_commercials.html
http://www.pbs.org/newshour/extra/teachers/lessonplans/socialstudies/Vote2004/political_commercials.html
http://www.curriki.org/xwiki/bin/view/Coll_slorntson/PoliticalTVAdvertisementProject?bc=;Coll_Group_VideoChallengeGroup.Submissionsfor9ththrough12thgrades
http://www.curriki.org/xwiki/bin/view/Coll_slorntson/PoliticalTVAdvertisementProject?bc=;Coll_Group_VideoChallengeGroup.Submissionsfor9ththrough12thgrades
http://blog.flocabulary.com/presidential-campaign-ads-lesson-plan/
http://blog.flocabulary.com/presidential-campaign-ads-lesson-plan/
http://www.teachablemoment.org/high/tvnews.html
http://www.teachablemoment.org/high/tvnews.html
http://www.teachablemoment.org/high/tvnews.html
http://www.readwritethink.org/lessons/lesson_view.asp?id=405
http://www.readwritethink.org/lessons/lesson_view.asp?id=405
http://www.readwritethink.org/lessons/lesson_view.asp?id=405
http://www.readytovote.org/getready/lookout.html
http://teacher.scholastic.com/lessonrepro/lessonplans/profbooks/elections.pdf
http://teacher.scholastic.com/lessonrepro/lessonplans/profbooks/elections.pdf


Social Media and
Advertising in the 2012

Elections
9-12 PBS Newshour (2012)

Students Create Video
Ads For

Historial Presidential
Elections

9-12 NY Times Learning Network

Questions for Analyzing
Ads

6-12 C-SPAN

Road to the White
House:

Understanding Pres.
Elections

HS

Students for Educated
Democracy;

US Hispanic Leadership
Institute

Selling Candidates:
7th, 8th grade,
Campaign Ad Unit

7-8 ACME, Vermont

Selling of A Candidate:
Political Advertising
at its Worst and Best

Secondar
y

University of Houston

Ten Ways to Write about
Election Time

Secondar
y

National Council for
Teachers of English (NCTE)

The People’s Choice:
Digital Imagery and the

Art of Persuasion

Secondar
y

SEDL

The 2004 Election: Kids
Can Make A Difference

Elementa
ry-

Middle
Instructor Magazine

Understanding Political
Advertising

9-12 Hot Chalk

Understanding The
Language Of Political

Ads
MS-HS The Living Room Candidate

http://www.pbs.org/newshour/extra/teachers/lessonplans/politics/vote2012/socialmedia_advertising_elections2012_8-10.html
http://www.pbs.org/newshour/extra/teachers/lessonplans/politics/vote2012/socialmedia_advertising_elections2012_8-10.html
http://www.pbs.org/newshour/extra/teachers/lessonplans/politics/vote2012/socialmedia_advertising_elections2012_8-10.html
https://learning.blogs.nytimes.com/2012/10/08/reader-idea-students-create-video-ads-for-historical-presidential-elections/
https://learning.blogs.nytimes.com/2012/10/08/reader-idea-students-create-video-ads-for-historical-presidential-elections/
https://learning.blogs.nytimes.com/2012/10/08/reader-idea-students-create-video-ads-for-historical-presidential-elections/
https://learning.blogs.nytimes.com/2012/10/08/reader-idea-students-create-video-ads-for-historical-presidential-elections/
http://www.c-spanclassroom.org/PDF/Analyzing_Ads.pdf
http://www.c-spanclassroom.org/PDF/Analyzing_Ads.pdf
http://www.ushli.org/research/reports/road_to_the_white_house.html
http://www.ushli.org/research/reports/road_to_the_white_house.html
http://www.ushli.org/research/reports/road_to_the_white_house.html
http://www.ushli.org/research/reports/road_to_the_white_house.html
http://www.acmevermont.org/electionlesson.pdf
http://www.acmevermont.org/electionlesson.pdf
http://www.acmevermont.org/electionlesson.pdf
http://www.uh.edu/hti/curriculum_units/1999/v03/09.htm
http://www.uh.edu/hti/curriculum_units/1999/v03/09.htm
http://www.uh.edu/hti/curriculum_units/1999/v03/09.htm
http://tengrrl.com/tens/029.shtml
http://tengrrl.com/tens/029.shtml
https://www.frankwbaker.com/mlc/the-peoples-choice-digital-imagery-the-art-of-persuasion/
https://www.frankwbaker.com/mlc/the-peoples-choice-digital-imagery-the-art-of-persuasion/
https://www.frankwbaker.com/mlc/the-peoples-choice-digital-imagery-the-art-of-persuasion/
http://teacher.scholastic.com/products/instructor/Sep04_elections.htm
http://teacher.scholastic.com/products/instructor/Sep04_elections.htm
http://lessonplanspage.com/lasspersuasivetechniquesinpoliticaladvertising912-htm/
http://lessonplanspage.com/lasspersuasivetechniquesinpoliticaladvertising912-htm/
http://www.livingroomcandidate.org/lessons/15
http://www.livingroomcandidate.org/lessons/15
http://www.livingroomcandidate.org/lessons/15


Use Editorial Cartoons
to Teach About

Elections Past and
Present

MS-HS Education World

Using Political
Propaganda During

Elections 
9-12 Congresslink.org

View Smart To Vote
Smart

MS, HS Cable TV Industry

Watching The Elections 8-12 MediaSmart

What Makes A Good
Campaign Ad?

Secondar
y

CSPAN

What Makes An Effective
Ad?

MS,HS The Living Room Candidate

Winning Campaigns-2008 6-8 Scholastic
 

http://www.educationworld.com/a_curr/curr210.shtml
http://www.educationworld.com/a_curr/curr210.shtml
http://www.educationworld.com/a_curr/curr210.shtml
http://www.educationworld.com/a_curr/curr210.shtml
http://www.congresslink.org/lessonplans/SPProganda.htm
http://www.congresslink.org/lessonplans/SPProganda.htm
http://www.congresslink.org/lessonplans/SPProganda.htm
http://www.congresslink.org/lessonplans/SPProganda.htm
https://www.frankwbaker.com/mlc/view-smart-vote-smart/
https://www.frankwbaker.com/mlc/view-smart-vote-smart/
http://mediasmarts.ca/sites/mediasmarts/files/pdfs/lesson-plan/Lesson_Watching_Elections_2.pdf
https://www.google.com/url?q=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.c-span.org%2Fclassroom%2Fdocument%2F%3F8878&sa=D&sntz=1&usg=AFQjCNHuaB6IRP2XwFIJJ8P6gcdrb5f5yw
https://www.google.com/url?q=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.c-span.org%2Fclassroom%2Fdocument%2F%3F8878&sa=D&sntz=1&usg=AFQjCNHuaB6IRP2XwFIJJ8P6gcdrb5f5yw
http://www.livingroomcandidate.org/lessons/18
http://www.livingroomcandidate.org/lessons/18
http://www2.scholastic.com/browse/article.jsp?id=3749957

