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The Kate Middleton Photo Controversy
Facetuning and Photoshop Isn’t New
What Happens When Photoshop Goes Too Far? (PBS)
Infamously Altered Photos: Before & After Their Edits

KEY QUOTES

“The assumption a lot of people make is, well, pictures don’t
lie — you can believe what you see,” said Santiago Lyon,
director of photography for the Associated Press. “But of
course pictures can lie, and they do lie, and they’ve been
manipulated for a long time.” (Source)
 “Any media that employ digitally doctored photographs will
have a stronger  effect than merely influencing our opinion —
by tampering with our malleable memory, they may ultimately
change the way we recall history,”  University of Padua
researcher Dario Sacchi– upon release of a study on how
people’s recollection of historical events is affected by
digitally altered news images.

https://www.frankwbaker.com/mlc/is-seeing-believing/
http://www.newseum.org/berlinwall/commissar_vanishes/1_2.htm
https://www.news9.com/story/65ef02ff6839cf02d0137748/princess-kate-apologizes-for-apparent-photoshop-fail-as-news-agencies-drop-her-family-picture
https://t.co/4A3Ra8Vi3b?amp=1
http://www.pbs.org/newshour/bb/now-see-exhibit-chronicles-manipulated-news-photos/
http://www.wired.com/2015/07/bronx-documentary-center-infamously-altered-photos-edits/
http://www.niemanlab.org/2011/04/photoshop-journalism-and-forensics-why-skepticism-may-be-the-best-filter-for-photojournalism/?utm_source=twitter&utm_medium=twt&utm_campaign=photoshop-journalism-and-forensics-why-skepticism-may-be-the-best-filter-for-photo
http://www.sciencedaily.com/releases/2007/11/071119213945.htm


INTRODUCTION   

Note to educators: “Is Seeing Believing?” is the title of a
curriculum I discovered at the Newseum, a museum of news in
Washington DC.

It deals with the manipulation of photographic images in news,
history, and culture. I became fascinated by this topic, so I
devoted this web site to it.

Throughout history the photograph has been manipulated for
various purposes. It is important for students to understand
those purposes and to learn how to question images they find
in media and on the Internet.

Here you will find a number of contemporary examples of the
“digital manipulation of images” as well as links to articles
about the ethics and the issue.

A good starting point for students might be the handout “Key
Questions,” which helps them use critical thinking skills as
they analyze the images.

Let  me  know  what  you  think  of  this  resource.   
fbaker1346@aol.com

NOTE: Special thanks to Theresa Redmond, Visual Arts educator
(Peoples Academy Middle Level in Morrisville VT) for sharing
her Webquest and Powerpoint on this topic.

 Current recommended articles/resources:

Famous  Photos  That  Were  Also  Mired  in  Photoshop
Controversy
Altered Images: 150 Years of Photographic History
Adobe Doesn’t Think ‘Photoshop’ Is a Dirty Word
Study Proves We Still Need to Talk About Photoshop
The Art & Science of Retouching: What Really Happens To
Photos

http://shopdei.com/amla/catalog.php?product=21&parent=
http://www.newseum.org/
http://www.frankwbaker.com/media_messages.htm
http://www.frankwbaker.com/media_messages.htm
mailto:fbaker1346@aol.com
http://www.frankwbaker.com/sbscavengerhunt.doc
http://www.frankwbaker.com/seeingbelieving.ppt
https://petapixel.com/2024/03/13/famous-photos-that-were-controversially-altered-like-kate-middletons/?fbclid=IwAR3XwSK0sngHWDewmyNwFGsEuwzl4lv_ven8sw1qEuE7XQkd_okCHtOcu9c
https://petapixel.com/2024/03/13/famous-photos-that-were-controversially-altered-like-kate-middletons/?fbclid=IwAR3XwSK0sngHWDewmyNwFGsEuwzl4lv_ven8sw1qEuE7XQkd_okCHtOcu9c
http://www.alteredimagesbdc.org/
http://mashable.com/2014/03/09/photoshop-dirty-word/
http://www.huffingtonpost.com/2013/11/27/photoshop-survey-women_n_4350263.html
http://jezebel.com/the-art-and-science-of-retouching-what-really-happens-1503678737/@Jessica
http://jezebel.com/the-art-and-science-of-retouching-what-really-happens-1503678737/@Jessica


The Amazing World of Photo Editing Before Photoshop
What Did We Do Before Photoshop?
Is  Social  Media  Making  Us  Suckers?  From  Images  to
Hoaxes, What’s Real?
Manipulating photos in a pre-Photoshop World/ “Faking
It: Manipulated Photography Before Photoshop”
Before Photoshop: How Photos Have Been Manipulated For
Years
The World’s First Faked Photo
Startup Reveals If A Photo Is Fake
Photo retoucher exposes how models REALLY get airbrushed
Detecting the Truth in Photos
The  Lash  Stand:  Will  new  attitudes  and  regulatory
oversight hit delete on some photo retouching in print
ads?
Newspaper Raises Eyebrows With Composite Photo on Page
One
Digitally altered images: famous pictures that have been
manipulated using Photoshop
North Korea not the only offender: 6 official photo
fudgings
Photoshop catastrophes: 2011 The year in review
Photoshopped or Not? A Tool to Tell / Retouched or not:
tool spots photos’ too-flawless features
Great Fakes – Famous Doctored Photographs
How Civil War Photography Changed War
Digital Manipulation in the Fashion Industry
Altered, and out
How we learned to love Photoshop
Point, Shoot, Retouch and Label?
The Case of The Inappropriate Alarm Clock   Part 1;  2 ;
 3;  4 ; 5; 6; 7
Looking at the truth of a photo
A Move to Curb Digitally Altered Photos in Ads
Seeing is not believing: Doctoring digital photos is
easy. Detecting it can be hard.
Digital Photo Disasters In Ads & News

http://io9.com/the-amazing-world-of-photo-editing-before-photoshop-461170976
http://www.pbs.org/newshour/art/blog/2012/11/slide-show-what-did-we-do-before-photoshop.html
http://thesocialmediamonthly.com/is-social-media-making-us-suckers-from-images-to-hoaxes-whats-real/
http://thesocialmediamonthly.com/is-social-media-making-us-suckers-from-images-to-hoaxes-whats-real/
http://news.yahoo.com/photos/manipulating-photos-in-a-pre-digital-world-slideshow/;_ylt=Ak5SATXIQNQSNXHUKa5Puv6s0NUE;_ylu=X3oDMTViMDg5ZGpiBGNjb2RlA2N0LmMEbWl0A01vc3QgUG9wdWxhciBTbGlkZXNob3dzIDE2VQRwa2cDYjVhMGVjZGYtMzI1Yy0zYjk0LTg0ZmMtZGE3YzlhOGYwZGM5BHBvcw
http://www.metmuseum.org/exhibitions/listings/2012/faking%20it
http://www.metmuseum.org/exhibitions/listings/2012/faking%20it
http://www.imaging-resource.com/news/2012/09/28/before-photoshop-how-photographers-have-been-manipulating-images-for-years
http://www.imaging-resource.com/news/2012/09/28/before-photoshop-how-photographers-have-been-manipulating-images-for-years
http://news.yahoo.com/blogs/sideshow/world-first-faked-photo-200024911.html
http://news.yahoo.com/startup-tell-photo-fake-170924901.html
http://www.dailymail.co.uk/femail/article-2176539/Photo-retoucher-exposes-models-REALLY-airbrushed-And-mascara-ads-biggest-lie-all.html#socialLinks
http://www.nieman.harvard.edu/reports/article/102763/Detecting-the-Truth-in-Photos.aspx
http://www.adweek.com/news/press/lash-stand-140785
http://www.poynter.org/latest-news/top-stories/159412/washington-post-raises-eyebrows-with-composite-photo-on-front-page/
http://www.poynter.org/latest-news/top-stories/159412/washington-post-raises-eyebrows-with-composite-photo-on-front-page/
http://www.telegraph.co.uk/news/picturegalleries/worldnews/8982502/Digitally-altered-images-famous-pictures-that-have-been-manipulated-using-Photoshop.html
http://www.telegraph.co.uk/news/picturegalleries/worldnews/8982502/Digitally-altered-images-famous-pictures-that-have-been-manipulated-using-Photoshop.html
http://www.csmonitor.com/World/Global-Issues/2011/1229/North-Korea-not-the-only-offender-6-official-photo-fudgings/North-Korea-s-chronic-photoshopping
http://www.csmonitor.com/World/Global-Issues/2011/1229/North-Korea-not-the-only-offender-6-official-photo-fudgings/North-Korea-s-chronic-photoshopping
http://www.washingtonpost.com/blogs/arts-post/post/photoshop-catastrophes-the-year-in-review/2011/12/27/gIQAb7XqKP_blog.html?tid=sm_btn_tw
http://www.nytimes.com/2011/11/29/technology/software-to-rate-how-drastically-photos-are-retouched.html?emc=eta1
http://www.cbsnews.com/2300-204_162-10010559.html?tag=galleryBottomArea;galleryMostPop
http://www.cbsnews.com/2300-204_162-10010559.html?tag=galleryBottomArea;galleryMostPop
http://photos.denverpost.com/mediacenter/2011/05/great-fakes-famous-doctored-photographs/
http://news.discovery.com/history/civil-war-photography-warfare-110411.html
http://buquad.com/2010/10/24/digital-manipulation-in-the-fashion-industry/
http://lens.blogs.nytimes.com/2010/03/03/behind-35/
http://www.guardian.co.uk/technology/2010/feb/11/photoshop-20-years-old-verb
http://www.nytimes.com/2009/12/03/fashion/03Boyer.html?emc=eta1
http://morris.blogs.nytimes.com/2009/10/18/the-case-of-the-inappropriate-alarm-clock-part-1/
http://morris.blogs.nytimes.com/2009/10/19/the-case-of-the-inappropriate-alarm-clock-part-2/
http://morris.blogs.nytimes.com/2009/10/20/the-case-of-the-inappropriate-alarm-clock-part-3/
http://morris.blogs.nytimes.com/2009/10/21/the-case-of-the-inappropriate-alarm-clock-part-4/
http://morris.blogs.nytimes.com/2009/10/22/the-case-of-the-inappropriate-alarm-clock-part-5/
http://morris.blogs.nytimes.com/2009/10/23/the-case-of-the-inappropriate-alarm-clock-part-6/
http://morris.blogs.nytimes.com/2009/10/24/the-case-of-the-inappropriate-alarm-clock-part-7/
http://www.tampabay.com/news/perspective/looking-at-the-truth-of-a-photo/1042642
http://www.nytimes.com/2009/09/28/business/media/28brush.html?ref=media
http://spectrum.ieee.org/computing/software/seeing-is-not-believing/0
http://abcnews.go.com/Technology/story?id=8425991


Microsoft Edits Black Man Out of Photo
Faked photos: Look, and then look again/ A Brief History
of Photo Fakery
Photoshop disasters may be banned in UK
Photoshopped images: the good, the bad and the ugly
New York Times Magazine Withdraws Altered Photo Essay/
Behind The Scenes: Digital Manipulation
Ethics in the age of digital manipulation
News Photos that took airbrushing too far
Is Seeing Believing in an Age of Digital Photos?
No Airbrushing Is the New All Black
Photoshop for Democracy Revisited: The Sarah Palin File
Photo Touch-Ups the New Reality
Detecting Digital Photo Fakery  What’s Real? Learning to
Tell Truth From Fiction in The Photoshop Age (PC World,
Aug 2008)
Digital Forensics: How Experts Uncover Doctored Images/
Five  Ways  to  Spot  A  Fake  Photo  /Photo  Tampering
Throughout History (Scientific American)
In A Photoshop Age, Can You Believe Your Eyes? (NPR)
Believing Is Seeing (July 2008, The New York Times)
Scientific American: Digital Forensics, Doctored Photos,
and Paula Abdul
(slide show)
Faked tiger photo sparks Web furor
Pixel Perfect (The New Yorker)
Picture  Perfect:  Has  Airbrushing  Gone  Too  Far?
(Newsweek)
Pixel perfect: Why you shouldn’t believe your eyes when
it comes to those glossy images
Lesson  Plan:  Digital  Image  Manipulation  in  the  Mass
Media
Questions Raised About Darkening of Obama in Hillary Ad
Researchers look to spot photo hoaxes
Say ‘Cheese!’ And Now Say ‘Airbrush!’ (Newsweek)
Is that really true: urban legends & info eval skills
(Jan/Feb 08)

http://tiny.cc/s2t9D
http://www.nytimes.com/2009/08/23/weekinreview/23marsh.html
http://www.nytimes.com/slideshow/2009/08/23/weekinreview/20090823_FAKE_SS_index.html
http://www.nytimes.com/slideshow/2009/08/23/weekinreview/20090823_FAKE_SS_index.html
http://www.examiner.com/x-8310-Trendy-Living-Examiner~y2009m8d10-Photoshopping--Retouching-may-be-banned-in-UK
http://www.latimes.com/features/lifestyle/la-ig-photoshop2-2009aug02,0,3129812.story
http://www.pdnpulse.com/2009/07/new-york-times-magazine-withdraws-possibly-altered-photo-essay.html
http://lens.blogs.nytimes.com/2009/07/08/behind-5/
http://www.globaljournalist.org/stories/2009/06/22/ethics-in-the-age-of-digital-manipulation/
http://www.10000words.net/2009/05/10-news-photos-that-took-photoshop-too.html
http://medialiteracy.suite101.com/article.cfm/is_seeing_believing_in_an_age_of_digital_photos
http://www.blackbookmag.com/article/no-airbrushing-is-the-new-all-black/7570
http://www.pbs.org/idealab/2008/09/photoshop-for-democracy-revisited-the-sarah-palin-file005.html
http://www.nytimes.com/2008/08/17/fashion/17photo.html?ex=1376625600&en=f968dcd0c446477d&ei=5124
http://www.pcworld.com/article/149831/detecting_digital_photo_fakery.html
http://www.sciam.com/article.cfm?id=digital-image-forensics
http://www.sciam.com/article.cfm?id=5-ways-to-spot-a-fake
http://www.sciam.com/article.cfm?id=photo-tampering-throughout-history
http://www.sciam.com/article.cfm?id=photo-tampering-throughout-history
http://www.npr.org/templates/story/story.php?storyId=92829539
http://www.frankwbaker.com/believing_is_seeing.htm
http://blog.photoshelter.com/2008/06/scientific-american-digital-forensics-doctored-pho.html
http://blog.photoshelter.com/2008/06/scientific-american-digital-forensics-doctored-pho.html
http://www.sciam.com/slideshow.cfm?id=photo-tampering-throughout-history
http://www.cnn.com/2008/TECH/science/07/04/fakechinatiger.ap/index.html
http://www.newyorker.com/reporting/2008/05/12/080512fa_fact_collins
http://www.newsweek.com/id/135166
http://www.independent.co.uk/news/media/pixel-perfect-why-you-shouldnt-believe-your-eyes-when-it-comes-to-those-glossy-images-829196.html?r=RSS
http://www.curriki.org/xwiki/xwiki/view/Coll_driscoll/DigitalImageManipulationintheMassMedia_0
http://www.curriki.org/xwiki/xwiki/view/Coll_driscoll/DigitalImageManipulationintheMassMedia_0
http://www.frankwbaker.com/isbkerry.htm
http://www.frankwbaker.com/photo_hoaxes.htm
http://www.newsweek.com/id/112714
http://www.mmischools.com/Archives/ArchiveIssue.aspx?IssueId=325


Pictures can lie…so can memory (Nov. 2007)
Digital detectives discern Photoshop fakery (CSM, Aug
2007)
Real  or  not  real:  The  digital  game  (Media  Ethics
Magazine)
Distorted Picture (American Journalism Review)
I  See,  I  Do:  Persuasive  Messages  and  Visual
Literacy (see also: Pictures That Lie)
3 Magazines Are Accused of Retouching Celebrity Photos
to Excess (May 2007)
Digital Image Manipulation: A Compelling Means to Engage
Students in Discussion of Point of View and Perspective
(2006)
Iowa-tied hoax typifies trickery of Web videos
The Art of Image Altering
CBS Photoshops Incoming News anchor Katie Couric
Seeing Is No Longer Believing
Photo Fakery: Identifying Falsified Images
Seeing  Isn’t  Believing:  When  pictures  become
propaganda Reader’s Digest, September 2004
Digital imaging zaps braces, zits from yearbook photos
Digital alteration throughout history
Hoax or Real Photo Quiz

Take the Fake or Photo Challenge

http://www.frankwbaker.com/pictures_can_lie.htm
http://www.csmonitor.com/2007/0829/p13s02-stct.html
http://media.www.mediaethicsmagazine.com/media/storage/paper655/news/2007/07/01/AnalysesCommentary/Realor.Not.Real.The.Digital.Game-2923380.shtml
http://www.ajr.org/Article.asp?id=4383
http://www.mmischools.com/Archives/ArchiveIssue.aspx?IssueId=322
http://www.mmischools.com/Archives/ArchiveIssue.aspx?IssueId=322
http://news.com.com/2300-1026_3-6033210-1.html?tag=ne.gall.pg
http://www.nytimes.com/2007/05/28/business/media/28fitness.html?_r=1&n=Top/Reference/Times%20Topics/People/J/Jolie,%20Angelina&oref=slogin
http://www.nytimes.com/2007/05/28/business/media/28fitness.html?_r=1&n=Top/Reference/Times%20Topics/People/J/Jolie,%20Angelina&oref=slogin
http://worldroom.tamu.edu/Presentations/Making%20History%20Come%20Alive/Making%20History%20Come%20Alive%20CD/Articles/Media%20Literacy/Digital%20Image%20Manipulation.pdf
http://worldroom.tamu.edu/Presentations/Making%20History%20Come%20Alive/Making%20History%20Come%20Alive%20CD/Articles/Media%20Literacy/Digital%20Image%20Manipulation.pdf
http://desmoinesregister.com/apps/pbcs.dll/article?AID=/20070129/NEWS/701290340/1001/COMM10
http://www.frankwbaker.com/art_of_image_altering.htm
http://www.frankwbaker.com/katie_couric_photoshopped.htm
http://www.csmonitor.com/2005/0202/p15s02-lire.html
http://oemagazine.com/fromthemagazine/jan05/pdf/photofakery.pdf
http://www.frankwbaker.com/seeing_isnt_believing.pdf
http://www.frankwbaker.com/seeing_isnt_believing.pdf
http://www.frankwbaker.com/zapping_braces.htm
http://www.cs.dartmouth.edu/farid/research/digitaltampering/
http://i.euniverse.com/funpages/cms_content/4462/real_or_hoax1.swf
http://area.autodesk.com/fakeorfoto

